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OHIO ESOX.

YOU DON'T NEED TO VENTURE FAR
NORTH FOR SOLID MUSKY ACTION.

MIDWEST ANGLERS CAN FIND STELLAR FISHING
IN THE BUCKEYE STATE, TOO.

By Anietra Hamper

Ohdo muskles may run & bit smaller
than their northern cowsing, but
many lakes affer geod numbers, and
large fish are certainly possible.

he Buckeye State may be an
overlooked musky
compared to place:
Wisconsin's "'Iupr-._-u. a
Flowage and Minnesota’s Lake Mille
Lacs that are renowned for producing
giant, 50- |'|I-|1- -inch fish. However, (khio
is no slouch in the musky department,

\uskellunge are native to Ohio waters,
but wild fish numbers have diminis shed
over the years due to habitat loss, pollu-
tion and overfishing. However, a rodbust
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stocking program by the Ohio Department
of Matural | ces' (ODNE) Division
of Wildlife (DOW, known as the Ohio
l.[|,|\L|_II|J|1._r|_ P m, has tumed the
stale into a prime '|'|J||"|L" destination.
“Anglers from a s the United
State yme to fish for muskellunge
says Kevin Page, an ODNR
DOW r|~.hr ries brologist. ©
the Ohio Muskellunge Program is 1o
provide trophy f 13 i
with high numbers of i
and some exceeding 30 inches.”

‘The goal of
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What Ohio lacks in fish size compared
1o other musky waters it makes up forin
nurmbers, To atain this, the DOW sto

e better survival rates. It also
Eh I]u ( 'h1n" 'Iu~.-||.

1lH!'1E1| ~.I.1[||~. of 11'-.h|. res 'IrllJ..J
Ing programs as neceded. Acc i
age, results show that anglers catch
ands of muskies from Ohio lakes
each year with an averape iz
inches, though many exceed 40 inches,
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With Dhio's nane musky reservolrs all
found near interstate comidors, anglers
hawve relatively easy acoess 1o |H:l.~:ll.|'.'|:|'.|:
waters, Muskics are caught year-round
in Ohio, though summer is the most
productive in terms of angler-reporied
fish mumbers. That said, summer musky
fishing does have its challenges. Let's
examineg some of the Buckeye Slale’s
fop rnl.l's]-;}- fishenes, F1|'|.H.1I.i.l:|I'|.'l.' r'ml:.mg
strategies and a few of the difficuliies
assocaled with J'HJru.jiﬂgrn uskies during
EI'IL' SUFTETICE months,

LEESVILLE LAKE
Located about 60 miles south of Akron,
Leesville Lake 15 5 premier miskey fish-
ery where anglers consistently catch
hgh numbers of fish, including many
over 40 inches. Chad Harmon, president
of the Ohio Huskie Muskiz Club and
oamer of the Ohio Muskie Caide Service
{rhemuskse.com), bas fished Leesville
Lake for mnore than 30 yvears, In that time,
he's moticed some significant changes
“Hack when we itarted, we did not
have the numbers of muskies that we have
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Cam cound on catching fin I ks

over the course of a v

The 1,011-acre reservoir has a
| U-horsepower limdl, which reduces
bowt traffic and makes for quiet fishing

Fapalar areas o target vary based an the

1
being where shad are schooling as :Eur-
waler temperalure changes, In spring,
Harmon says shad stant working shal-
lower, hanging around the first drops,

wied edges and even back in the weeds
When things gt holter in summer, he
*i.l_-'-x||.1|.5 usally schoal up around the
thermaching m |_||,'|_-|,'||.-r waler, The pat
temn then reverses in the fall, witk -.-:1_.._1
moving shallow again

WEST BRANCH RESERVOIR
West Branch Reservoir (aka Michael
J. harwan Reservodr) in Ravenna, also
produces lange numbers of muskies each
year, Angler reporting shows an average
of 771 muskies are caught annually on
ths 2,729-acre lake. Many anglers like
West Eranch Reservoir because bodh
casting and trolhing work well

Beob Basic, president of the Cleveland
chaper of Muskies, Inc., highlights Wes
Branch’s great structure all along the
shoreline. He says baitfish hide in the
lake's ample weed beds, which begin
groweng in late spring, and adds tha
muskics frequently roam the reservair’s
sunken islands and flats

Angler Chns DePaola, who's been a
member of Muskies, Inc. for 45 vears,
chases muskies in several states, as well
as Ontarso. However, he says some of
his best catches have come from West
Branch Reservoir. He thinks the single
bapgest advantage Ohio waters have over
oiher bocations is the forape base, which
largely comprises gizzard shad, a plank-
bon foeder that suspenids pear the surface
Muaskees usually aren't far behind,

Anglers who frequent West Branch
Reservoir say it consistently holds fish
on both ends of the lake throughour
the year and in both the shallow- and
deep-water basing, Summertime anglers
should consider targeting the lake's
deeper waters in the moming before
pleasure boaters amive. Once they da,
anglers ¢an stick o no-wake zones
10 avoad them, These wabters are a bit
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shallower, but fish still cruise them,
especially near areas that drop off into
the basin or a creek channel.

CAESAR CREEK LAKE

Caesar Creek Lake, roughly 30 miles
from Dayton, is a challenging fishery
known for larger muskies. The 2,806-acre
lake has a higher proportion of catches
over 40 inches but fewer fish overall
compared to other Ohio musky lakes.

Bob Sisson, president of the Central
Ohio chapter of Muskies, Inc., calls
Caesar Creek the “1oughest and most
intriguing lake in Ohio™ due to its
much deeper water and steep drop-offs.
However, he says boating a big Caesar
Creck musky is worth it.

Sigson suggests anglers focus on creek-
fed bays with standing _1irr1|:H:r where
many larger fish hide. Casting to shoreline
timber or trolling along points and drop-
offs can also net larger muskies. He says
be and his cohors have landed muskies
in the mid-40-inch range the past few
seasons, but he’s confident bigger fish are

dpresent, which keeps him coming back.
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Bevond the above three lakes, an-
glers should also strongly consider C
Arown Reservoir (known for numbers),
Clearfork Reservoir (and downstream
in Pleasant Hill Lake) and Alum Creek
[ake (and the spillway below the Alum
Creck Lake dam). Other options include
Galt Fork Lake, Piedmont Lake, Lake
Milton and Pymatuning Lake

MOVES FOR MUSKIES

While DOW reporting shows anglers
cateh more muskies in sumnmer than in
spring, fall or winter, fishing isn’t always
easy or even recommended. As water
temperatures warm, fish increasingly
endure more stress. Anglers must mon-
tor water temps, minimize handling and
avoid placing undue stress on muskies. In
fact, most serious musky anglers won't
even fish when the water approaches 50
degrees, as studies have shown repeat-
edly that unhealthy releases and delayed
mortality become more common. When
water temps are safer, anglers still must
find muskies, which often follow baitfish
out Info open water,

DeFaola says trolling tactics can
prove more consistent when this hap-
pens. There are two basic approaches to
trolling deeper water in summer: Anglers
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Tredling Eramkbabts alomg weed
edgos or just above the therma-

tline warks well in summer. Adjust

fpeed based on the mood of fish.




